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What is a Coordination and Support Action?

7th Framework Program (FP7) – Some global key figures

� Duration and budget: € 52.9 billion over 7 years (2007 - 2013)
(against € 17.5 billion in FP6 over 4 years)

Implementation through 4 specific programs

� IDEAS Frontier research 

� PEOPLE Human resources, research mobility (Marie Curie actions) 

� CAPACITIES Research infrastructures and potential capacity

� COOPERATION Collaborative research

� Collaborative Projects

� Networks of Excellence

� Research for the Benefit of Specific Groups

� Coordination and Support Actions (CSA)



AeroAfrica – Intention and Objectives

Intention

� Promoting European-South African Research Cooperation
in Aeronautics and Air Transport

� Create a platform for enhancing aeronautics and air transport research
and development cooperation between Europe and South Africa

� Explore the potential for and, where appropriate, to promote the participation
of other African countries in such cooperation

Objectives

� To explore the potential for enhancing cooperation through an analysis 
(mapping) of aeronautics and air transport R&D cooperation between EU
and SA, as well as other African countries

� To develop and enhance networks and partnerships between EU, SA and other 
African researchers and organisations in identified technical themes ideally 
suited for mutually beneficial aeronautics and air transport R&D cooperation



AeroAfrica – Intention and Objectives

� To promote SA and African participation in the aeronautics and air transport 
activities of FP7 through focused information and advisory services

� To establish an aeronautics and air transport R&D policy dialogue between EU 
and SA, as well as other African partners, so as to also support economic and 
development cooperation

Work program

� AAT.2008.7.6 Stimulating research with international cooperation partner 
countries

Duration

� 2 Years (2009/02 – 2011/01)



AeroAfrica – Partners

Partners

� University of the Witwatersrand (SA)

� Aerospace Valley (F)

� Cranfield University (UK)

� Department of Science and Technology (SA)

� Fraunhofer ICT (D)

� Royal Institute of Technology (SE)



AeroAfrica – Work Packages

Work Packages

� WP1 Mapping the aeronautics and air transport landscape

� WP2 Development and enhancement of networks and partnerships

� WP3 Consolidation and mobilisation towards supporting European FP7

� WP4 Identification and demonstration of mutual interest and benefit in S&T 
cooperation

� WP5 Project management



AeroAfrica – Work Packages

WP1 Mapping the aeronautics and air transport landscape

Objective

� To explore the potential for enhancing cooperation through an analysis 
(mapping) of aeronautics and air transport R&D cooperation between the EU 
and SA, as well as other African countries

Tasks

� Desktop study of SA and African aeronautics and air transport activities, 
competencies, capabilities and activities within the governmental, research and 
private sectors

� Selected mapping of EU research capabilities in support of the findings of the 
SA / African mapping exercise

� Consultation workshop

� Development of an information platform



AeroAfrica – Work Packages

WP2 Development and enhancement of networks and partnerships

Objective

� To develop and enhance networks and partnerships between EU, SA and other 
African researchers and organisations in identified technical themes ideally 
suited for mutually beneficial aeronautics and air transport R&D cooperation

Tasks

� Hosting of thematic-focused and awareness workshops in Europe and Africa

� Organization of an int. aeronautics and air transport conference in Africa

� Showcase of AeroAfrica Initiative and European/African research projects

� Implementation of a High Level Advisory Group



AeroAfrica – Work Packages

WP3 Consolidation and mobilization towards supporting European FP7

Objective

� To promote SA and African participation in the aeronautics and air transport 
activities of FP7 through focused information and advisory services

Tasks

� FP7 awareness creation throughout SA

� Promotion of African aeronautics R&D expertise in Europe

� Extend web search and database capabilities

� Creation of an all-African FP7 helpdesk



AeroAfrica – Work Packages

WP4 Identification and demonstration of mutual interest and benefit in S&T 
cooperation

Objective

� To establish an aeronautics and air transport R&D policy dialogue between the 
EU and SA, as well as other African partners, so as to also support economic 
and development cooperation

Tasks

� Support of cooperation frameworks

� Identification of mutual needs and advancement of mutual benefits



AeroAfrica – Summary and Outlook

Summary

� AeroAfrica, the platform for enhancing aeronautics and air transport R&D 
cooperation between Europe and South Africa, has just taken off

� Ongoing promotion of participation of other African countries

Outlook

� Mapping of aeronautics and air transport R&D cooperations

� Preparation of thematic-focused and awareness workshops as well as 
international aeronautics and air transport conference

� Increased promotion of African aeronautics R&D expertise in Europe

� Establishment of an aeronautics and air transport R&D policy dialogue between 
Europe and South Africa



South African 
Aerospace 
Landscape



Africa is as big as
Europe, USA and China together

(30,221,532 vs. 29,367,308 km2)

South Africa is as big as

¼ of the European Union
(1,219,912 vs. 4,324,782 km2)

Source: Boston University

How big is Africa?



History of Aviation in South Africa

1871-1875 John Goodman Household performed glider flights in Howick

1911 Aeronautical Society of South Africa formed

1911/06/18 First flight of Weston-Farman biplane (SA design)

Feb 1920 South African Airforce (SAAF) formed (Making it the second oldest in the World)

1920’s Artillery & Aircraft depot in Pretoria manufactures Hawker Hartebees (SA Design)

1945 Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) formed (aeronautical R&D)

1965 Atlas Aviation formed – manufactures and design optimizes Mirage, C130, Canberrra, Impala

Late 1960’s CSIR acquires supersonic windtunnels and starts missiles technology unit

1970’s National Institute for Defence Research formed (design&development of wide range of systems

1980’s Atlas develops Oryx and Rooivalk attack helicopter. CSIR starts materials research 
(superalloys) and builds up vacuum investment facility for turbine components. CSIR develops 
Alpha XH-1 helicopter development platform and all composite trainer aircraft Ace.




